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signalised by a brilliantly successful operation in this de-
partment. Professor Baiardi, of the Spedale della Maternity
there, had under his charge in the children’s ward a little
boy of four years and two months, suffering from " general
cortical epilepsy," according to the ofiicial bulletin, "and
idiocy." Having trepanned the cranium, Professor Baiardi
(assisted by Drs. Mattucci and Giarre) removed two great
tracts of bone in the parietal regions, "in correspondence
with the zona motrix of the cerebellum." From the first

day after the operation the little patient’s eye, nearly
always wandering, uncertain, and unconscious, "si mostib
sereno ed animato da un lampo di intelligenza" (showed
itself serene and enlivened by a flash of intelligence), the
11 habitual restlessness was replaced by calm," and "sleep
came to restore the feeble limbs of the child, which, a prey
to sickness at the threshold of life, had neither conscious-
ness nor instinct, could neither speak, nor walk, nor indi-
cate its bodily requirements in any way; did not even know
how to masticate." The recovery, vigilantly watched and
assisted, is already so far satisfactory as to warrant every
confidence in the lasting success of Professor Baiardi’s

operation. 
--

THE ROYAL COMMISSION ON VACCINATION.

THE question which was recently addressed to the Pre.
sident of the Local Government Board as to the date when
the R)yal Commission might be expected to report affords
an indication of an impatience which is not without justifi-
cation. The Commission has already sat for nearly three
years, and still sits weekly. The Commissioners began
qaking evidence under their third heading : " The case

against vaccination, and especially against its continuing to
be made compulsory," on Dec. 4th, 1889, and witnesses
to the same effact have since then almost continuously
occupied their time. We have no desire that any improper
curtailment of evidence under this heading should be made;
indeed, some of the most verbose witnesses whose evidence
has as yet been published have rather helped than hindered
the cause of vaccinatior. But we do hope that some limit
’will be put to mere verbiage, whether coming from one or the
other side, and that the essential points on which the public
desire authoritative guidance will not be lost amid a mass
af unintelligible and irrelevant material, such as is regarded
by some people as constitating " evidence."

REPORTED INFLUENZA AT NICE.

THE reports circulated in some portions of the daily press
concerning the prevalence of influenza at Nice and in the
Riviera generally, and the large exodus of visitors from that
favoured resort, appear to be greatly exaggerated. A

- correspondent at Nice informs us by telegram that

though influenza has been present there since November,
the cases have at no time been numerous, and the mortality-
rate has been small. The disease has now almost disappeared,
nd the health of the town is unusually good.

THE SLIPPERY STREETS.

THE unusual, and so far unseasonable, phenomenon of
’continued frost which has distinguished the present month
.has been comparatively free from some of its most familiar
’disadvantage!? It has attained to no extreme severity, has
not gravely affected public health, or occasioned a water
drought with all its present and subsequent inconveniences.
One inseparable drawback, the slippery street, is, however,
of too near and pressing importance to be overlooked,
and we are not, therefore, surprised that this bas been duly
marked for amendment in the daily press. Attention has
been drawn to the perilous labour of overweighted horses as
Ahey struggle to make their uncertain way along our chief

thoroughfares, guiltless as many of these are of any reliable
attempt to provide a secure foothold. Ashes and sand may
be had in abundance, and are even stored, evidently for
use, at central points of traffi&bgr;; yet there is lacking the
intelligent energy required to utilise them. The matter

clearly calls for inquiry on the part of civic authorities,
and we trust that, should the present thaw prove to be of
a transient character, the doorstep, the pavement, and the
roadway, alike well dusted over, will bear witness to the
prudent sense of those whose care they are. At least this
much is due to the safety of man and beast.

DIPHTHERIA IN THE NEWBOTTLE DISTRICT.

DIPHTHERIA, evidently of a very infectious character, is
prevailing around Newbottle and New Harrington in the
Houghton-le-Spring rural district, and it is stated that in
20 per cent. of the cases the result has been fatal. The

sanitary authority seem to recognise the special influence
of the elementary schools in this diffusion, for they have
not only closed them, but they have, in addition to pro-
cesses of disinfection, ordered the destruction of books,
maps, and other school property by which the infection

may be retained. -

THE PURITY OF CHLOROFORM.

IN a daily contemporary a curious mixture of "fact and
fiction recently appeared anent the dangers of impure
chloroform. While we heartily concur in the general
tenour of the writer’s remarks, we feel bound to set him
right in his facts. He refers to the researches of the younger
Dr. Du Bois Rey mond upon Pictet’s chloroform, but omits to
mention the eminent chemist’s name or to credit him with
his undoubtedly meritorious efforts to free chloroform from
some of its dangers. The writer then quotes Dr. Da Bois Rey-
mond, j -iia., and avers that "this high authority" eayschloro-
form is often administered in a room "not designed for the
purpose," and inferentially implies that thereby risk is run.
This seems to us refining a little too far. If a room is large
enough for a dwelling-place and is not lighted by illuminat-
ing gas, we fail to see why chloroform cannot reasonably be
given in it, and no houses, save possibly those of the very
poor, are without one such room; while in the case of the

indigent, as a rule, the doctor sends the case to the

hospital. Ventilation and absence of lighted gas are

really the only desiderata. Again, exception is taken to the

quality of the chloroform in general use, which is stated to
be less pure than that described in the Pharmacopoeia. Such
a gratuitous statement cannot, of course, be answered, as
no evidence one way or the other exists ; but what the
writer in question does not seem to be aware of is that the
impurities upon which Dr. Du Bois Reymond lays such stress
were those found even in the best samples of the drug,
whether B.P. or not, but existing in so minute a quantity
that a very large amount of the drug had to be crystallised
before an appreciable amount of the refuse chloroform was
obtainable. Nor could such impurities be discovered by
ordinary tests. This being so, the statement-not strictly
accurate, by the way, as the t1ndard books give the rules for
testing chloroform-that nowhere is "the physician (sic)
enjoined to test his chloroform before mixing it, is
of less importance than at first seems apparent. As
a rule, chloroform is not administered "pure," because,
unless some spirit be added to it, it very rapidly under-
goes decomposition, and is unfib for use ; but the addi-
tion of alcohol obviates this, and if it be kept cool and
out of contact with light it remains constant. Persons who
undertake to give chloroform should of course respire the
vapour themselves, test its reaction and smell, and this ill

always done ; but to fractionate or freeze and distil the
mother liquor is a task which, were the average medical


